Course outline for Speech Communication     

F. Meade - Instructor
Roosevelt High School- Early College 
Learning Objectives:

Writing:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.4

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.6

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Speaking:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.3

Evaluate a speaker's point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add interest.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

Areas of Focus:
Students in the class will study the following concepts in order to understand the psychology of public speaking, ease anxiety about speaking in public, and develop skills that will allow them to write and present engaging, articulate presentations. 

Process and Principles

Perception and Communication

Self and Communication

Verbal Communication

Non-verbal Communication

Listening and Thinking Process

Connecting to the Audience

Gathering and Applying information

Organizational skills

Appearance

Presenting “the speech”

Informative Speaking

Persuasive Speaking

Group and Team Communication
Methods of Assessment
1) Individual –Each student’s performance will be evaluated early in the term, and individualized goals will be established.  Students will evaluate their own performances, peers will evaluate the performances and so will the instructor.  Oral evaluation will be given informally in class.  Written evaluation will also be provided for students to study.  Comment will include positive achievement and suggestions for improvement.  Individual conferences supplement these methods with one-on-one feedback.  Student growth will be measured in each successive performance.

2) Cumulative – Because assessment of individual needs is so important and because students this course with varying abilities, self-confidence, styles and skills, close attention will be paid to each individual’s improvement.  Success will not be measured by any one final product alone, but will be accumulative: it will take into account the progress and effort each student has made in attaining his/her goals.  Attendance, class participation, preparation and rehearsal, meeting oral performance and written deadlines, re-doing assignments and successfully implementing suggestions are key elements.  

3) Chapter Exams – Most units studied from the text will include an exam on the fundamental of each chapter studied.  These will include theories, general information and vocabulary. These test grades will also be considered in your grade for the course.

4) Criterion Based – As a minimum standard, students’ performances will be evaluated with reference to specific criteria listed in the Speaker’s Critique Sheets as suggested by the Speech Communication Assoc.  Speeches should meet the following minimum standards:

1) Conform to the kind of speech assignment (informative, persuasive, etc.)

2) Be ready for presentation on the assigned date

3) Conform to the time limit

4) Fulfill any special requirement of the assignment, such as preparing and outline, visual aid, interviews, etc.

5) Have a clear and specific purpose and central idea.

6) Have an identifiable intro, body and conclusion

7) Show reasonable directness and competence in delivery

8) Be free of serious errors in grammar, pronunciation, and word usage

These criteria, as well as individually designed critique sheets, will be explained and discussed before each performance. 

